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PROSPECTIVE PLANTINGS FO SR 1956 


Oregon farmer's intend to plant a larger total acreage of spring-sown crops 
‘than last year according to the intentions to plant report by the Oregon 
Crop. and Livestock Reocrting Service. The sharpest increase in small grain crops is 
indicated for spring wheat followed by oats and barley. Growers plan a somewhat 
-smaller overall acreage of potatoes, about the same acreage of field corn, and a 
slight increase in sugar beets compared to last year. A larger acreage cut for hay 
is in prospect if present plans are carried out. ; 


OREGON: 


The purpose of the intentions report is to assist growers generally in making such 
further changes in their acreage plans as may appear desirable. The acreages actu- 
ally planted in 1956 may turn out to be larger or smaller than indicated, by reason 
of weather conditions, price changes, labor supply, financial pened ene the agri-~ 
cultural program, and the effect of SCE itself upon’ farmer's actions. 


Small Grain Crops: Ecyawere intend to plant 190,000 acres of spring wheat in 1956, 
35 per cent above last year and the largest acreage since 1953. The total acreage ~ 
devoted to wheat in 1956 (spring planted plus fall seeded remaining for harvest) is 
now. indicated to be unchanged from 1955. 


Considerable of the increase in spring planted grain crops is due to necessary re- 
seeding of land in western Oregon on which fall: seeded crops froze out. Intended 
plantings of. oats are up 8 per cent to 484,000 acres, the largest acréage planted 
since 1950. The prospective barley plantings of 626,000 acres is up 2 per cent from 
last year's record planting of 61)),000 acres. 


Other. Crops: Intended plantings of potatoes are down 1,000 acres from last year, 

sugar beets up slightly and field corn unchanged from 1955. A larger acreage cut 

for hay is in prospect this year. If. present plans are carried out the acreage of 

all hay harvested will total 1,060,000 acres, 2 per cent above last year. Oregon 

hay... RISEN were reduced to te Mesh sits by the long 1955-56 feeding period. 
INTSIUITIONS TO PLANT = raat AND THE NORTHVEST 


es arte oR a ae ata ied © planted horeages Toor 


Toreage Ps eae ~ Fase Terk oat) aba wu o ~ Indicated 32. 1956 as pat, 
: Planted : Planted Acre : 1955 1956 _ of 1955. 
Deere 2 1 ( 000) teres ferperasesne raitty (000) dated +” _{000) Acres Per cent 
osen t NOG Wee aT 
Oregon 230 2342 Bu. 141 190 25 
Washington 592 21.69 # ‘180 194 108 
North Idaho 1 92 23,0 a 42 42 100 
Pac, My ‘%6 1/ 914 - : 363 426 dee 
CORN — 
Oregon : 28 41,0 , 40 40 100 
Washington, ra 5502 : 37 ao 89 
Idaho 36% 5061 " 61 - 63 103 
Total 3 States _ Se De Soke» 2 EN Is 236 ps he 0 8 998 
OATS 24 hae 
Cregon 3/: 475 19.5 " 449" 484 108 
Washington. 227 30,4 " -237- ESO) 93 
Idaho 208 38,6 : 230 205 89 
_ Total 3 States 910 - whe on ee 909 ty! 99 _ 
BARLEY 2/ 4 
"regon 350 31.2 ieee 614 626 102 
Vashington, 179 3254 ~ 770 701 91 
Idaho 370 33.0: ‘i 605 532 88 
Total 3. States ___—_—~899. i: n= Saleen 1,989 2859 93 - 
3 ALL HAY 4/ 
Oregon 1,042 1,68 Tons 1,039 1,060 102 
Vashington 813 1.90 n 829 5 862 104 
Idaho 1,088 2024 " aA tT) Lash 103 
total 3 States 2,943. eats at Re 3, 053. 3,153 Be. OD soya) 5 
PEAS-DRYFIBLD 5/ 
Grefon 18 991 LbSe =) 9 180 
Washington 184 1,186 : 179 186 104 
Idaho 104 1,242 x 100 Iie }s) Le 
total 3 States SOen ee - . 284 330 LO 
PIO Tes. 2 OO RSS 
Cregon 40 302 Bu. 41 40 98 
Vashington 31 366 aly 39 43 110 
«<daho Lo? 268 byes 174 102 
Total 3 States 228 : Co Lee er neeeee Lis rte Tt LULe 5 eee 
California: Early 60/2 aw “406 as Be ue. Ae ee 69 62 90 
ts Late 41 356 a 47_ <a 47 100_ 
SUGAR BEETS 
oregon 20,3 18,3 Tons lle, 18,0 102 
Washington raeal 20,1 MY 30.9 31,0 100 
~daho 83,2 15.6 y 907 81,0 102 
total 3 States eA aD oss 0 am Beenume fc LEO eS ye ea ME PS ie LOL sie 2, 


x/ Excludes southern Idaho, 2/Inoludes acreage planted in preceding fall. 3/The ‘following total 


soreage of oats grown ae 
106,000 acres intended, 


eas and vetch inoluded in planted aoreages: 1955-96,000 acres; 1956= 


4/horeage harvested. 


5/Includes acreage grown for seeds 


eae 


PROSPECTIVE PLANTINGS FOR 1956 gate 


UNITED STATES: Growers! Maroh intentions point bo ‘a moderate’ reduction from last 
year's level in the combined acreage of the Nation's crops. ° Feed 
grain acreage may be notably smaller than last year because of important reductions 
in corn, oats, and barley, Spring planted food grains will exceed last year's total 
because of larger spring wheat plantings, especially of durum varieties, although 
rice planting will be sharply reduced. Changes this year from early prospects for 
different crops may be somewhat greater than usual after all influences have been 
reflected, Some allotment programs, notably tobacco and durum wheat, have already 
been modified since farmers reported their acreage intentions about March 1. Legis- 
lation now being considered by Congress may also result in acreage shifts if adopted 
before planting is completed. Future weather is also a factor. Winter wheat acreage 
in much of the Southern Plains may still be lost from drought and wind erosion with 
varying possibilities for replanting to other crops, The season is somewhat back-. 
ward over much of the Nation, allowing added time for late decisions, Soil moisture 
supplies now appear generally favorable with the exception of the Southern Plains 
and extensive areas in Western Corn Belt States, Western irrigation water prospects 
are best in years. OE ath S . Mo 


Page. van 


Food grain acreage seeded this spring may exceed the 1955 total by about 1/2 million 
acres or 4 per cent largely because of the sharp increase indicated in plantings of 
durum wheat, The extent of durum acreage to be planted is subjeot to possible ~ 
further increase because of enlarged acreage allotments recently approved by Congress, 
Including the 45,2 million acres of winter wheat planted, as estimated last December, 
the expected 14.6 million acres of all spring wheat indicate an all wheat total of 
7 8 million acres, 1.5 million acres more than planted for 1955. 


Feed grain orops apparently will furnish the major part of the total acreage reduo- 
tion from the 1955 level. Corn acreage now promises to be the smallest planted 
since 1926=-earliest year in the series of planted acreage estimates. However, even 
from this year's reduced acreage yields at the 5eyear average level for each State 
would give another 3 billion bushel crop. This is as much as had been grow in’ any 
year as recently as 1942 after hybrid corn had already become commonplace in the 
main Corn Belt. Oats plantings will be cut 2 million acres or about : per cent be- 
low the 1955 record with decreases in all except the Western and North Atlantic 
regions. Barley acreage will be reduced 1.3 million acres with decreases in nearly 
all leading States. Hay acreage is expected to make a slight further gain over the_ 
1955 level maintaining its usual one-fifth of the combined.total of all: harvested : 
cropSe 

INTENTIONS TO PLANT. - UNITED STATES 


ee ee an ap Mad SP cna ela clr Av aba tloakis Dik 2a pra ehiniinney welseee nena eee 
CROP t AV OF AREA vact |) melas IAM ie rindicated © “31956 as Pot. 
~ sepanlier ong it SS Sem ne ors 2 195-5) 1955 1056" 7) 3s tot). Opp meaee 
Ty i 1 aa ea oy. 3 a Thousands 7 “anousands  Micneeae Per cent 

Corn, all @, @ “ase e2 e118) ¢16u ¢ 6,815 ; 813,577 75, 086 96.5 
All spring wheat. © © © ¢ © @ 20,138 13,891 14,605 105.1 

Durum ame 0 2 © + + tape 8 « 2,615 1, 42h 2,021 141.9 

Other spring. » 0 © Fela « 6 Lit; 524 ; 12,4467 12,58 100.9 
OB USs.1 Mies Sion se lesen, wes fe mu eaO) 18,021 16,063 9509 | 
BA TL OU aitetes) laut vkiecke We sMenTe ine 11,713 16,102 14,773 91.7 
Flaxseed. #26) \e. 2a, eet ceplen em eknia hh, 367 ; - 5,192 , 5,465 105.4 
LOO pes Le @ © -© ‘67s ‘getye ys 6 1,894 1,8h2 1, £97 86.7 
Sorghums for all purposes. . 1h, 383 2),,113 211,198 100 el) 
POCAG0S pWsss 16 eels 7 eee 1,858 1,452 1, 304, 96.0 
Sweetpotatoes eos @© @ © © @ @ 66 36), 323 88.7 
TODRODO MeL: 5 ce) eMail euemee ess 1,726 1,510 1,366 90 lk 
Beans, doy edible’. «atm + « 1,676 1,660 1,535 9265 
Peas, dryerield). .«) ei. ss 369 325 377 116.0 
Soybeans Ce Cree Pci wre 1h, 200 2= 19,49 21,760 110.6 
BSAnUGS e/ ei oliet is a) came e lis 2,943 2,004 1,923 96.0 
Hay V/ CGe e @ seijey © Phie) 0 73,836 73,98h, 7h, 305 100 elt 
Sugar beets. . «vee wets « BL:7 798 829 103.8 

i/ Acreage harvested. “27 Grown alone for alI purposes. | bP eins ee 
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